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Newsletter?  Wot’s this?

At the recent committee meeting it was decided to change the format
and frequency of the Newsletter. It is now planned to produce a
Newsletter on or by the first of every month. Articles will be wide
and varied and we invite members to contribute anything they
consider could be of interest. With your assistance this newsletter
could possibly grow into something you look forward to receiving
and you find it of interest and some articles of assistance. In this
manner it is hoped to keep members up-to-date with current and
planned activities. It is also hoped to provide the motivation necessary
to encourage those members contemplating joining us on our rides.
(The article on page 2 may not provide that encouragement but I can
assure you that a certain satisfaction was gained in completing the
ride, given the adverse circumstances). It is also hoped that we may
include some free advertising and a “swap-shop” Who knows?
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The Drought Breaking Ride

Training which may come in handy on Club Rides,
my SCUBA Diving Instructor  Certificate

I think the training necessary to attain this certificate came in very
handy on the recent rained-soaked ride on Saturday 14th March.
Four brave souls (some may refer to them as “ twits’ ) braved the
ominous forecast and met at Wonthaggi and after a short discussion
decided to test the elements.
Along the ride we were followed by threatening dark grey clouds
which were travelling faster than we were, and we had been
travelling in an easterly direction. We then turned to a southerly
direction and the clouds soon caught us and dumped their contents
on us. I had worn my spray jackets just in case, and it proved to be
absolutely of no use. I was soaked. President Don rode through
what he thought was a puddle (they were impossible to miss) and
found it was not just a puddle but a deep pothole and managed to
damage the front tyre as well as puncturing front and back tubes.
Don then walked three hundred metres to a shelter where we
waited. Tubes were replaced and we set off for Wonthaggi. Guess
what? Don’s front tyre started to deflate again. By this time we did
not have another spare tube to fit. so we pumped up the tyre and
took off in a hurry. Three stops were necessary before the tube gave
out and “ retired” . Don was abandoned by the side of the road on the
outskirts of Wonthaggi and I continued on to get the car and return
to pick him up. We all met up again at Mezza Luna for coffee, the
usual chat and a chance to dry out. For those weakies frightened by
a little rain just think of the “ fun”  you missed.
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Another  Hard Day at the Office

Maureen & Phil Ellard, Secretary Ron, President Don and Ken Pitts
enjoying a coffee-break at Tudor Treats after doing the hard yards.

Tr ip to Ned Kelly Country
Currently there are 11 starters for this ride, Ron is busy calculating
costs. Accommodation at Caravan Parks could be around $130 per
person plus another $40 for fuel. Food and drink will be additional.  If
you wish to join the ride you MUST contact Secretary Ron
immediately as accommodation must be booked well in advance.
Mon 27th Apr             Travel to Wangaratta
Tue 28th Apr Wangaratta to Bright  84 km

OPTIONS
Bright - Harrietville 30 km return
Bright – Wandillagong  18 return
Bright – Tawonga  30 km return  Hard

Wed 29th Apr Bright to Beechworth  72 km
                   OPTION

  Beechworth – Yackandanda 44 km return
Thur30th Ap Beechworth to Rutherglen 40km

OPTIONS
Winery tour – Flat riding
Rutherglen - Howlong – Corowa – Rutherglen  52 km
Rutherglen – Yarawonga 88km return.  Flat riding.

Fri 1st May Rutherglen – Wangaratta
Via Springhurst and Freeway 38km
via Esmond  62 km

Then home
Minimum distance  234 km
With options up to 420 km
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The Great Southern Rail Trail

Some of the wildlife seen on the r ide

More wildlife on the r ide
Ken Pitts, Ron Hateley (on the br idge and ready to go) Don

Turner , Alan Buck, Ray Kenneally and Joanne van Leeuwen
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CONGRATULATIONS
To B.U.G. junior  member

FRANCIS MEADE
Francis was captain of the Cowes Primary School Bike-Ed
Challenge team that won the Bass Coast Challenge and placed 2nd

in the Gippsland Challenge, although they did not win the Victorian
final on 12th December they competed favourably..
Francis also won the ‘Best Male Rider’  awards at both the Bass
Coast and Gippsland Challenges with a perfect score on both
occasions

Buy, Sell or  Swap

If you have something you wish to dispose of (husbands excepted)
you may place an ad on this page. This service is free of charge and
is available to all members and sponsors including business ads. .

This space is now just waiting for your ad.

Our First Ad

Wanted. One set of training wheels to suit Orbea road bike.
Required urgently. Contact Phil Ellard

FOR SALE

Bike Carrier – rooftop -Suit ‘Rola’  roof bars or similar - $30 ONO
           Pannier Racks & Panniers - Front & rear - $100 ONO

Contact Ron  5956 9357
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Rides for  Apr il
(check the published Ride Calendar for full details)

Wed 1St Apr Start: A Maze’N’Things 10.00am
Route A 20k
Route B 40k
All sealed roads - road bike

Wed 8th Apr Start: Amaze’N’Things 10.00am
Tour de Silverleaves & Cowes 16k
Sealed roads – road bike

Wed 15th Apr Start: Amaze’N’Things 10.00am
The Rhyll Circuit – 18k
Sealed roads – road bike

Sat 18th Apr Ride the Eastlink 60k
Start: Ordish Road, Dandenong South  10.00am
Sealed paths – road bike

Wed 22nd Apr Start: Amaze’N’Things 10.00am
Churchill Island 20k
Not suitable for road bikes.

 Sun 26th Apr Start: Anderson Roundabout 10.00am –36k
          Kilcunda Car Park  10.20am – 28k
Rail Trail to Wonthaggi
Questionable as to whether suitable for road bike

Mon 27th Apr Depart Phillip Island for  Wangaratta
Tue 28th Apr Committee Meeting 7.00pm

Maintenance Course 7.30pm
Tues 28th Apr  Ride Wangaratta to Br ight
Wed 29th Apr Br ight to Beechworth
Wed 29th Apr Start: Amaze”N’Things 10.00am

Tour de Newhaven – 24k
Sealed roads – road bike

Thur 30th Apr Ride Beechworth to Rutherglen
Fr i  1st May Rutherglen to Wangaratta and return to

Phillip Island

A Date to place in your  diary: Sat 23rd May
Star t: Cowes Ferry 08.30am
Round the other  bay - 110k
Road bike

Note: these rides are as published in the current Ride Calendar and
to the route therin. However, as riders are aware, these rides may be
amended on the day with the agreement of all participating riders.


