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Congratulations Cowes Primary School 

 
The smiles tell the story of the Bike Ed team from Cowes Primary 

School who took out last week’s regional finals at Morwell. 
Proudly showing their gold medals are: 

Back L to R: Josh Excell, Brodie Anderson. Jack Spencer, BUG 
Secretary and team instructor  Ron Hateley and Amber Taylor. 
Front: Issac Batty, Tilly Sandbach, Chloe Gray and Jasmin 
Rooks. 
. This photo appeared in the local paper. The team now goes on to 
compete in the State finals which will be at Morwell later this month.. 
Ron and the school are “over the moon” as having been runner-up in 
previous years they actually came out on top this year. Ron attributes 
this to the dedication of the kids and to those who assisted in 
coaching, and in particular Wendy Elson and Brian Hayson., both 
members of the BUG. Wendy is the school chaplain and Brian has 
been assisting Ron for a number of years.  Congratulations to all..  
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Relay for Life 

Kancer Warriors team leader Anne Gilbert and Maureen 
Ellard plan to walk in this year’s Relay for Life in Cowes. Both 
women have personal reasons for being involved in this Cancer 
Council fundraiser having recently lost love ones to this disease. 
They will join other members of the Phillip Island BUG in this 
community event. 

A table full of various tasty treats was our reward for having 
ridden our bikes for all of 15k. Rather than go to the usual 
coffee shop we went to the home of Phil & Maureen Ellard 
where Maureen together with Gabrielle Mahony and Anne 
Gilbert had slaved away in a hot kitchen. The photo above 
shows only a small portion of what was available’  
Anne Gabriele & Maureen, would like to thank every one for their 
generosity at the morning tea on the Ventnor ride, which of course 
was to raise funds for Relay for Life. We trust everyone enjoyed it 
and would like to let you know with some late contributions from 
Ken & Ruth our total for the day was $120.00. 
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Sighted on Facebook 

The rear of a bus in Sydney 
Interestingly all the comments pointed out that bus drivers were the 
worst at squeezing cyclists off the road and certainly not giving 1.5 
metres clearance. 

The Sydney Telegraph 
We understand it but do the motorists and the authorities 
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Copied from BNV’s new email magazine “Ride-ON” which replaces “On Your Bike”  
Protecting your rights 
It is important to Bicycle Network Victoria that bike riders and their rights are protected 
on the road. 
Riders wins Court challenge for damages 
4 October 2011. A woman who was knocked off her bike on a popular riding route on the 
Surf Coast has won damages after taking the rare legal step of seeking compensation in 
the courts. 
The victory came as Bicycle Network Victoria brings increasing legal muscle to bear to 
bring to account drivers who try and dodge their responsibilities. 
On May 15 last year, Barbara Britten was riding along Bluestone School Road, 
Connewarre when a female motorist ran Ms Britten off the road. 
Ms Britten, of South Gippsland, said it was clear day and she was riding from Torquay to 
Ocean Grove along a straight section of the road. 
“I was about a foot in from the side of the road, there was no oncoming traffic. One 
minute I was on my bike and the next minute I was gone,” Ms Britten said. 
“I suffered severe bruising along the right side of my body. If I had been further in from 
the side of the road, I would have gone under or over her car.” 
The female motorist was issued a fine by police but claimed that she was not liable for 
the damage to Ms Britten’s bicycle and cycling clothes. 
“I was the victim in this case. I am a safe rider and I know the road rules. This was about 
justice,” Ms Britten said. 
Maurice Blackburn lawyer Melissa Knapic said the claim for damages was clear. 
“Our client was wearing the correct safety equipment and is an experienced rider and it is 
very lucky that Ms Britten did not suffer any more catastrophic or permanent injuries as a 
result of the motorist’s negligent actions,” Ms Knapic said. 
“We filed for damages in the Geelong Magistrates Court in July and the matter was 
settled at a pre-hearing conference and Ms Britten received damages of $3,300.00. 
“Cyclists are legitimate road users and all motorists need to pay attention on the roads, 
particularly along popular cycling routes. 
“Ms Britten was clearly the victim and she should be applauded for taking this step to get 
justice and compensation.” 
Bicycle Network Victoria chief executive Harry Barber said riders often walk away from 
incidents such as this, not aware of who is liable and what their rights are. 
“Ms Britten, a member of Bicycle Network Victoria, came to us in this situation. It is 
important to leave road users in no doubt that we all have responsibilities on the road to 
look after each other, for that reason we thought this was the perfect case to take on an 
represent not only Ms Britten but the whole riding community. 
“Ms Britten’s victory is a positive step in reminding all road users that they have a 
responsibility to look out for and after each other. As bike riding becomes more common 
for health and transport reasons we expect to see more bikes more often.” 
Maurice Blackburn Lawyers represents Bicycle Network Victoria members in 
compensation matters. 
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More from the Bike Ed 

Ron and his team. The gentleman beside Ron is Darryl White, 
the mayor of Latrobe City 

Rest period for Ron and team. 
Ladies in the team photo are School  Chaplain Wendy Elson 

and School Sportsmaster Didi Cuthbertson 
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Do not forget our Christmas Celebration  

Bookings are essential as numbers attending will be advised to 
Panny prior to the day and Panny will prepare accordingly. We 

also ask that members wishing to attend, pay prior to the evening. 
The evening is being subsidised by the BUG and it is envisaged the 
cost will be $15pp, This is still to be confirmed with Panny 

You may be able to put a few names to these “riders”  
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For Sale 

Brand new – never been worn  
Bargain of the year - $20 

Reason for sale – Ron bought 4 on the Internet 
Ron kept 2, I bought 1 and this one is for sale 

Contact Ron  - 59569357 or ron1@bigpond.com 

 
Coffee at Fish Creek 

Phil Ellard, Ruth Scott, Graham Sim, President Don, Rod 
McGregor, Ken Pitts & Maureen Ellard 

The green bottles are for water and not what you may be 
thinking 
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Bendigo Trip 
 

Vice-president Ken has been working to put together an away trip 
to Bendigo. The trip will be in March and the BUG has paid a 
deposit for accommodation for the nights of Sunday 25th, Monday 
26th, Tuesday 27th and Wednesday 28th March. 4 nights 
accommodation for $100pp – you can’t get much better than that. 
A number of people have already stated they wish to go but could 
you please confirm with Ron and pay your money. As I have said 
the BUG has already paid the deposit out of club funds. 
Accommodation costs have been kept to a minimum by agreeing to 
shared rooms without sheets or towels so you will need to take your 
sleeping bag and a towel. 
Ken got in touch with a bike shop and the owner contacted a chap 
from the now defunct Bendigo BUG. This chap has sent the 
following information, “Greetings Ken, your email has been 
referred to me by Moronis bikes. Whilst the Bendigo BUG has been 
formally disbanded, effectively it still functions in the form of 
regular Tuesday and Thursday morning rides. These rides attract ten 
to twenty local riders aged between late thirties and mid seventies, 
and usually cover 48-68 km at a moderate pace, finishing at a 
bakery for an early lunch. 
Your group is welcome to join us on our regular rides, and if you 
can let me know your groups preference for rides (eg; distance, road 
or forest, hills or flat, time - morn/a’noon/allday) I can assist in 
plotting out appropriate rides for your 4 day excursion.”. 
 
The accommodation has been booked at the Central City Caravan 
Park and I am told is 2.5 k from the centre of Bendigo. 
 
Ken and possibly one other may go to Bendigo to check out things 
first hand but it all promises to be a great 5 days of riding. 
If you wish to participate then you must contact Ron very soon as 
numbers are limited  
Also the weather at the end of March is normally still warm and 
stable. 
The park also has a pool so what could be better than 100k on the 
bike with lunch at a bakery and on return to the park a dip in the 
pool before dinner.  
Too good to miss! 
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.Rides for November 
 

Wed 2nd Nov `Start; A Maze’N Things  10.00am 
 Tour of Woolamai Estate via Rhyll 
 Coffee at the Chocolate Factory 
 Road bike  30k 
Sun 6th Nov Start: Bass Opp Shop 10.00am 
 Bass, Glenn Forbes, Corinella Bass 
 Coffee at Corinella Store 
 Road bike 37k 
 Some may wish to ride The Gorge 
Mon 7th Nov Start: Cowes Primary School 10.30am 
  Ride to Rhyll & return 
 Volunteers required to escort the kids 
Wed 9th Nov Start: A Maze’N,Things  10.00am 
 Tour de Cowes West 
 Coffee at Grossard Court 
 Road bike  21k 
Wed 16th Nov Start: A Maze’N Things 10.00am 
 Tour de Newhaven 
 Coffee at the Chocolate Factory 
 Road bike  22k 
Sun 20th Nov Start: Lang Lang Bus Terminus  10.00am 
 The Lang Lang Circuit 
 Lunch at Garfield Bakery 
 Road bike 65k 
Wed 23rd Nov Start; A Maze’N Things  10.00am 
 `Oswin Roberts & Silverleaves 
 Coffee at Grossard Court 
 Off road bike 20k 
Wed 30th Nov Start: A Maze’N Things  10.00am 
 Nobbies Ride Ventnor Rd outbound 
` Back Beach Road home 
 Coffee at the Nobbies 
 Road bike  30k 
Sat 3rd Dec Christmas Celebration at the Chocolate Factory 
Sun 4th Dec Start: Bass Opp Shop   10.00am 
 Bass to Loch via Glenn Forbes, Kernot etc 
 Lunch at Loch 
 Road bike  70k 

 


